
Dear Cap Members,

Here is an update on the latest news from the 
GICC (Graduate Inter-Club Council) and the 
ECSC (Eating Club Steering Subcommittee). 
This has been a very active period of collabo-
ration between the clubs and the University. 

In the fall newsletter, I mentioned that I have been co-chairing the 
ECSC along with the Undergraduate President of Tower Club. 
Our outgoing undergraduate President, Derek Grego ’12, is one 
of the four undergraduate members. This task force was cre-
ated by the GICC as a follow-up to the Report of the Task Force 
on Relationships between the University and the Eating Clubs, 
which was commissioned by President Tilghman and released in 
the spring of 2010.

Respecting the important guiding 
principle that the clubs are independent 
of the University, the official members 
of the ECSC are four grad board 
presidents and four undergraduate 
presidents of the clubs as well as 
the GICC advisor, a recent graduate 
who is employed by the clubs. Five 
representatives from the University 

are invited as observers: Mark Burstein, EVP; Bob 
Durkee’69, VP and Secretary of the University; Cynthia Cherrey, 
VP; and Associate Dean Maria Flores Mills; as well as Cap Alum 
Matt Kinsey ’97 who works in Mark Burstein’s office.

Relationship with the University

We are fortunate to be able to work so closely with the University 
on a wide range of issues that impact the clubs. In contrast to 
past times when the club/University relationship was strained, 
the University has a clear desire to help the clubs flourish at 
Princeton. Through the work 
of the Task Force on the 
Eating Clubs, the University 
now recognizes that the clubs 
are a highly positive aspect 
of Princeton, a point that has 
been emphasized in a recent 
video prepared for prospec-
tive students.

Focus of the Committee

ECSC’s efforts are divided into three areas of concentration:

•	 University	Policies

•	 Cost	Issues

•	 Admissions	Reform

We established goals for admis-
sions reform that encourages 
a workable system for all clubs 
while preserving each club’s right 
to decide who and how to admit mem-
bers. We seek maximum choice for sophomores in a fair and 
efficient process. The ball is now in the court of the undergradu-
ate presidents to see if they can devise a system to make this 
happen. I will report more on this in the next newsletter.

University Policies and Cost Issues

The University encourages greater choice for undergraduates in 
dining and social options. They have shared data with us that 
track student choices in recent years, the costs of those options, 
and the impact of those costs on financial aid.

Key considerations include:

•	 The	total	number	of	students	joining	the	club	system	has	
remained constant, although the percentage of students in the 
junior	and	senior	classes	has	declined	with	the	increase	in	the	
size of the student body.

•	 There	was	already	excess	capacity	in	some	of	the	clubs	before	
the return of Cannon club this fall.

•	 It	costs	nearly	$3,000	per	year	more	for	a	student	to	join	a	
club compared to eating in a University-owned dining facility.

•	 Recent	increases	in	financial	aid	cover	most	of	the	higher	
costs, but students who choose a less expensive dining option 
can use the increased financial aid for other purposes, includ-
ing reducing their overall personal and family contribution to 
their education.

•	 The	popularity	of	the	clubs,	particularly	selective	ones	such	
as Cap and Gown, demonstrates that the clubs provide a 
valuable experience for our members. This is true for financial 
aid students who represent a significant percentage of our 
members.
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•	 While	this	is	encouraging,	the	graduate	boards	of	the	clubs	
recognize that we have to carefully manage this cost differen-
tial if we are to continue to flourish.

•	 The	primary	reason	why	clubs	are	more	expensive	than	
our University competition is economies of scale. The fixed 
costs of clubs are high and must be spread across a small 
membership.

A	major	thrust	of	our	club-wide	committee	has	been	to	focus	on	
ways we can decrease costs while preserving the value added 
for our members. The University is helping us pool our collective 
purchasing power to reduce our expenses.

Impact on Cap and Gown

Where does Cap fit into all of this? We are in an enviable posi-
tion. Cap is highly popular with a super facility. We are financially 
strong and should once again be debt free by the end of our 
Capital Campaign pledge collection period in December. On 
the other hand, we are one of the most expensive clubs on the 
street, which impacts all of our members including the high num-
ber on financial aid.

A rough calculation concludes that we could match University 
costs if we increased our membership by 100 students. In other 
words,	our	current	section	size	of	85	would	need	to	grow	to	135.	
While current demand for membership in Cap could allow us 
to grow to this number, and our expanded facility could actu-
ally accommodate a sizable part of this increase, we know that 
our culture and popularity result from offering an intimate and 
personal experience for our members.

Our challenge is to continue offering the most valuable and en-
joyable	club	experience	for	our	members	by	managing	the	club	
professionally with a careful eye on revenue and costs. At the 
same time, we need to continually grow our reserves through the 
annual support of our loyal alumni so we are financially sound for 
all the years to come.

We are in an excellent position to continue to build from strength 
at Cap and Gown. We ask for your continuing support through 
the payment of annual dues and donations to the Annual Fund.

Tom Fleming ’69, Graduate Board Chair 

Hey Y’all,

My name is Alec Egan and I am the cur-
rent President of the Illustrious Cap and 
Gown.	I	am	a	junior	from	the	great	state	of	
Texas, and wanted to take a quick minute 
to let y’all know what is going on in and 
around the club. 

The spring here at Cap has been bustling and exciting to say 
the least. We began February with our bicker process and the 
acceptance	of	90	new	sophomores	and	3	new	juniors	to	our	
ranks.	These	students	have	jumped	right	into	the	Cap	and	Gown	
Family, and we see them using the club to socialize and study 
alongside the older membership all the time. 

We welcomed these new members the weekend following pick-
ups and initiations through a Valentine’s Day semi-formal. Dennis, 
Chef Greg and their staff put together a spectacular spread of 
street truck style food and drinks as a way to say, “Welcome to 
the Street” to the new membership. It was an exciting event and 
a great way to see the new sophomores in the club. 

The spring semester has not been solely fun and games for all 
of the members. The study areas of the club have been full of 
seniors working diligently on their theses and getting through 
these daunting tasks. 

However, the workload did not stop the Cap members of the 
men’s track team from helping Princeton to the indoor Ivy League 
Championship in late February, their third championship in a row. 
The women’s team also had a great showing and many mem-
bers of the Illustrious achieved personal bests at the champion-
ship meet. 

One of the highlights for the entire school was the winning of 
the Squash National Championship. The Princeton team, led by 
Cap	and	Gown	juniors	Chris	Greco	and	National	Champion	Todd	
Harrity, defeated Trinity at Jadwin Gymnasium in early March. 
The matches had the packed crowd on the edge of their seats 
and the victory was a huge feat for the Princeton Squad, giving 
this team their place in history.

Another highlight for the club was Alumni Day held in late 
February. Many of you came and hung out with us at the club, 
enjoying	a	brisk	afternoon	while	meeting	and	talking	with	Cap	
members both young and old. Thank you so much to all who 
stopped by and please know that anytime you are in the area, 
we would love to see you at the club.

As we head into the end of the semester, we look forward to 
House	Parties	and	then	onto	Reunions.	We	hope	y’all	can	join	us	
in the festivities and I’m sure we will see y’all soon.

Alec	Egan	’13,	President

Task Force on the 
Eating Clubs
In you haven’t yet read the report 
from the University’s Task Force 
on the Eating Clubs or viewed the 
video, visit www.princeton.edu/ectf. 
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President  ................................. Alec Egan

Vice President  ......................... Walter Snook

Treasurer  .................................Adi	Rajagopalan

Bicker Chair  ............................. Elizabeth Pierce

Social Chair  ............................. Joie Hand

House Manager  ....................... Richard Youngblood

Athletics/Gear Chair  ................. Nikhil Chervu

Technology Chair  ..................... Peter Yu

Community Outreach Chair  ..... Ashley Eberhart

Culturally Cap Chairs  Kitan Akinosho 
 Deesha Sarma

Sustainability Chair  .................. Jeff Gronewold

Undergraduate Officers

Ricky	Arietta	’13
Abby	Levene	’13
James	Williams	’13
Charlie Avis ’14
Joe Barrett ’14
Hudson “Glenn” Beard ’14
Sarah Craig ’14
John Davis ’14
Sara Figel ’14
Seth Forsgren ’14
Beth Garcia ’14
Eliza Harkins ’14
Jay Hashop ’14
Kelsey Hochgraf ’14
Emily Hornsby ’14
Theresa Kennedy ’14
Lucy Lee ’14
Veronika Lipkova ’14
Beth McKenna ’14
Obianuju	Obioha	’14
Justin Perez ’14
Tommy Scott ’14
Dillon Sharp ’14

Angela Shen ’14
Chelcie Taylor ’14
Allyse Terrell ’14
Eric Traub ’14
Abril Loya ’14
Aidan MacDonagh ’14
Akshata Shirahatti ’14
Okwase Boohene ’14
Alejandro	Arroyo	Yamin	’14
Alec Bingaman ’14
Alfonso Macias ’14
Alisa Tiwari ’14
Amy Sun ’14
Andrew Boone ’14
Andrew Finkelstein ’14
Anne Coventry ’14
Augie Bloom ’14
Avi Cohen ’14
Ben Neumann ’14
Carmina Mancenon ’14
Carrie Vuong ’14
Cece Di Caprio ’14
Cha’yra Eddie ’14

Christopher Bendtsen ’14
Cuauhtemoc Ocampo ’14
Daniel Richardson ’14
Dillon Kelly ’14
Dorothy Mittow ’14
Dylan Ackerman ’14
Emmiliese von Clemm ’14
Farrah Bui ’14
Gabe Chen ’14
Greg Kazarian ’14
Imani Oliver ’14
Jackson Dobies ’14
Jacob Herskind ’14
Jared Peterson ’14
Jasa Alexander-Mends ’14
Jason Dzuranin ’14
JJ Warshaw ’14
Jonathan Vitez ’14
Kacie O’Neil ’14
Katherine Flanigan ’14
Katherine Skinner ’14
Kellen Heniford ’14
Kristen Schott ’14

Kristy Giandomenico ’14
Lauren Piana ’14
Lucy Cobbs ’14
Mark Whelan ’14
Mary Donofrio ’14
Meg Partridge ’14
Melissa Schnure ’14
Michael Williams ’14
Momchil Tomov ’14
Morgan Arthur ’14
Nikhil Yegya-Raman ’14
Omar Jarrett ’14
Paige Hupy ’14
Ransom Leland Baldwin VII ’14
Spencer Caton ’14
Stephen Moch ’14
Stephen Wang ’14
Tanoy Mandal ’14
Tory Roberts ’14
Tyler Udland ’14
Vu Hong Nhat (Milly) Phan ’14
Yasmin Murphy ’14
Yooni Ahn ’14

New Members Spring 2012

Cap Gear

Hello Cap and Gown!

My name is Nikhil Chervu, and 
I am the current Athletics/Gear 
Chair of the Illustrious Cap & 
Gown Club. I, like many of you, 
love my Cap & Gown gear — 
sweatshirts, flasks, and yoga 
pants (well, I would if I were a girl). 
Building off the great work of my 
predecessors Ines Sheppard and 
John Veras, we have continued 
to provide an online gear store 
which is connected to our website 
(www.capandgownclub.org). This year, our webstore is provided 
by Active Imprints and, like last year, allows you to pay for orders 
via credit card. Our gear store has closed for the Spring, but it 
will be open again in the Fall — specific dates will be released 
later. We are currently working on a system which would enable 
us to keep the store open year round, making it easier for alumni 
to order. Details will follow once we have confirmed this deal. If 
there are any questions about how the store works, when it is 
open, and special gear requests, e-mail the undergraduate of-
ficers and capofficers@gmail.com. Can’t wait to see everybody 
at reunions!

Nikhil Chervu, Athletics/Gear Chair
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The New Cap

Getting married? Planning a party? Need to have a meeting?

Have your event at Cap!
One of the goals of the renovation and construction was to make Cap the best place to host 
all kinds of parties, events, and meetings. The club has expanded dining space, a beautiful 
back terrace, and is fully air-conditioned for summer weddings and parties. 

Here	are	some	of	the	events	that	have	been	held	at	Cap	just	in	the	past	year….

There are spaces for parties large and small, indoors and outdoors. The club is now 
handicapped accessible with an elevator. The back terrace fits a 40 x 40 tent perfect-
ly.	The	club	has	a	state-of-the	art	AV	and	projection	system	with	a	giant	screen	that	
pulls down in the new dining room, and a large screen monitor in the historic dining 
room. The main dining room has a raised floor at the end that is perfect for a band, as 
a stage, or for a presentation.

To find out more and for rates, contact our Club Steward, Dennis Normile at 609-258-0799 or at candgclub@aol.com.

Come find your picture at Cap and Gown!

Thanks to the efforts of club president Derek Grego ’12 and vice 
president John Moellers ‘12, we now have a picture of every Cap 
member in the club. Over the years, some of the faceboards 
have been lost, and there is not enough room to hang them 
all.  So Derek and John headed to the Mudd Manuscript library 
and found copies of all of the Cap section pictures, had them 
scanned and framed, and they are now beautifully displayed 
throughout the club. There are a number of other wonderful pho-
tos – of Cap in the early days, of the first women being passed 
down the stairs, and the classic picture of Royce Flippin ’56 be-
ing carried off the football field after Princeton beat Yale and won 
the Ivy League Championship in 1955.

Come for the Open House at Reunions on June 2nd, 
right after the P-rade, and find your picture at Cap.

•	 Rehearsal	dinners

•	 Engagement	parties

•	 Wedding	reception

•	 Wedding	showers

•	 Retirement	dinners

•	 Class	reunion	lunches	and	dinners

•	 Princeton	University	welcome	dinner	for	
international students

•	 NCAA	tournament-sponsored	events

•	 Departmental	holiday	functions

•	 Alumni	birthday	parties



Members Gather for Cap Board 
Meeting
The Cap and Gown Board of Trustees gathers for meetings four times a year. 
There	are	currently	38	members	on	the	Board.	Our	Chair	is	Tom	Fleming	
’69, Vice Chair is David Blair ’67, Treasure is Liam Morton ‘02, and our club 
Secretary (and head of Alumni Relations) is Lisa Schmucki ’74.

Over the years, the Board has expanded to include representation of alumni 
from all generations, and the undergrad officers also attend meetings. Board 
meetings are a great chance to be back at the club, meet some of today’s stu-

dents,	and	enjoy	a	delicious	dinner	prepared	by	our	dedicated	staff.

If you are interested in serving on the Cap and Gown Board, please 
contact	Jotham	Johnson	’64	at	jotham.johnson@gmail.com.	
Nominations for new Board members are reviewed each spring.
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A Tailgate in the Spring?  
Why not?
Cap member Tom Meeker ’56 is the organizer behind the  
celebrated Class of ’56 tailgates that are held for 
every home football game at Cap. This year, Tom and 
classmates organized a spring tailgate in honor of the 
Princeton-Cornell men’s lacrosse game on April 28th.

The Tigers were playing for the Ivy Championship, 
and dominated the game to win 14-9 and win the 
Ivy Championship, and secure a place in the NCAA 
Championships.

A great time was had by all. There were nearly 40 
members of the Class of ’56, plus a number of 
other	Cap	members	who	came	to	enjoy	the	beautiful	
afternoon and see the game.

Reunions Open House

Saturday, June 2nd

Come over after the P-rade!

It’s 
Reunions 
Time!
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View from the Manager’s Office

We asked Dennis Normile, our Club 
Steward	for	more	than	30	years,	how	Cap	
has changed with the expansion and reno-
vations.  Here are some of his observations:

 The students love the changes to the 
club. They’re here all day long in every 
room — studying, having meetings, 
stretching out on the couches. The piano 
has been moved back to the living room 
and is often played by some very talented 
members.

 The new dining room is beautiful and the round tables make it the ‘social’ dining room 
while the original dining room is quieter and often used by students who are studying 
while they eat. The club has wireless Internet throughout the building.

  The design and engineering make the building much more functional, especially for 
events which is a great help for the staff.

  Now that the weather is warmer, we’re using the new barbeque pit, terrace, and 
upper decks. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for our Open House at 
Reunions!

  Dennis is pictured here in his new office, surrounded by some of his paintings — he is 
a very talented artist. Stop by his office/art gallery to say hi when you are in town.

In Memoriam

We are sad to report the loss of the fol-
lowing Cap members in the past year.

Marshall Arnold, Jr. ‘52
Henry E. Bessire ‘57
H. Dickson S. Boenning ‘42 P69
Robert G. Chambers ‘71
Leonard Drorbaugh ‘51
David W. Fisher ‘65
Ira L. Griffin, Jr. ‘44
Robert B. Helm ‘58
Gelston	Hinds	‘44	P73
Joseph R. Huddleston ‘59
Simeon Hyde, Jr. ‘41
Wallace B. Johnson ‘44
James D. MacWilliam, Jr. ‘54
Aubrey Pearre ‘40
David	P.	Reynolds	‘38
John C. Rogers ‘40 P76 P78
William S. Shannon ‘46
Richard T. Sparks ‘57
Allen M. Taylor ‘46
Arbie R. Thalacker ‘57
William M. Wilshire, Jr. ‘52
John A. Worden ‘54

Princeton Elm Planted  
for the Class of ‘44
In 1994, on the occasion of their 50th Reunion, the 1944 
Cap and Gown section planted a tree in the front yard of 
Cap in memory of classmates who were no longer living. 

When we began the construction for Cap’s expansion, the 
tree needed to be removed to make way for new utility lines 
and to make it possible to use the front lawn (with tents) for 
events during construction. We carefully removed the plaque 
and made plans to rededicate a tree after completion of the 
project.

A beautiful Princeton Elm has now been planted in the front 
yard, and the plaque has been remounted very nicely, and is 
easier to read.

This	photo	shows	Dill	Ayres	’73	returning	to	visit	the	plaque	
he walked by, in memory of his father, every time he entered 
the club.

We are very happy to have been able to rededicate this 
special tribute for the Class of 1944.

”
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Visit the New Cap  
Alumni Website!
We now have a website 
just	for	Cap	alumni.	See	
more alumni pictures, 
take a virtual tour of the 
club, find out about 
upcoming events, pay 
your dues, make a 
donation to the Annual 
Fund, connect with 
alumni on Facebook 
and LinkedIn.

Would you like to reconnect with a Cap friend? 
Register on our new Cap Alumni Website and you can access 
the Cap and Gown online member directory. Sign up using the 
email you have registered with on TigerNet.

For a virtual tour of the new Cap, go to  
cap.reuniontechnologies.com

Find Cap Members on 
Facebook and LinkedIn
Get social and find Cap members on Facebook and LinkedIn! 
Keep up with news and events.

Find Cap on Facebook at facebook.com/capandgown

Join the Cap LinkedIn group at tinyurl.com/
CapLinkedInGroup

Cap Graduate Dues  
and Annual Fund
Graduate Dues and donations to the Cap Annual Fund are a vital 
part of our operating budget to ensure that our beautiful build-
ing and grounds are well maintained. Your contributions provide 
support for maintenance, improvements, and alumni events, and 
ensure that the club is in great condition for the future genera-
tions of Princeton students. 

Dues for the 2011 – 2012 year are:

•	 1	to	5	years	out	(classes	of	2011	–	2007):	$15	per	year

•	 Over	5	years	out	(classes	of	2006	and	older):	$50	per	year

In addition to your dues, we hope you’ll make a contribution to 
the Cap Annual Fund. Please make your check payable to the 
Cap and Gown Club.

Dues and donations to the Cap Annual Fund are not tax deduct-
ible. If you would like to make a tax deductible gift, please make 
your check payable to the Princeton Prospect Foundation—Cap 
and Gown Fund.

Use the payment envelope enclosed or mail your check to:

The Cap and Gown Club 
P. O. Box 1448 
Princeton, NJ 08542

Pay your dues and donate online!

Now you can pay your dues or donate to Cap on our new Cap 
alumni website at cap.reuniontechnologies.com

Support Cap!

Dennis M. Normile, Club Steward 
candgclub@aol.com 
609-258-0799

Tom Fleming ’69, Graduate Board Chair 
tff@parkhillcapital.com 
203-625-0537

David Blair ’67, Graduate Board Vice-Chair 
blair67dh@gmail.com

Lisa Schmucki ’74,  
Graduate Board Secretary and Alumni Relations  
lisaschmucki@gmail.com 
908-407-2755

Liam Morton ’02, Graduate Board Treasurer 
liam.morton@gmail.com

Valarie Bay, Bookkeeper  
valariejbay@gmail.com

Contact Cap

You can send an email to thecapandgownclub@gmail.com, and we’ll direct your inquiry to the right person. You can also reach  
the following key people directly:

The mailing address for the club is: P. O. Box 1448, Princeton, NJ 08542

Connect to Cap!
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Come back to Cap
Spring Tailgate

Come back to Cap!

Reunions Open House

June 2nd after the P-rade


